What happens to the lost gallstone during laparoscopic cholecystectomy?
Iatrogenic gallbladder perforation with resultant spillage of bile and gallstones is common during laparoscopic cholecystectomy. Although it's assumed to be harmless, several complications may occur as a result of spillage. We present a 57-year-old woman with localized abdominal pain in the upper abdomen, jaundice, and itching because of retained stones in both common bile duct (CBD) and the abdominal cavity, who had undergone laparscopic cholecystectomy three years previously. After reoperation, stones in the CBD were removed after CBD exploration and a T-tube was inserted. A mass (8 x 5 cm) located in the gastrocolic omentum, which was not reported on imaging studies, was found coincidentally and was totally excised. Investigation of the mass resulted in the discovery of eight gallstones located in the abcess-like central cavity, which was surrounded by fibrous tissue. The patient had an uneventful recovery. Despite the unaffected long-term sequelae, any patients with gallbladder perforations and spillage should not be considered for extension of antibiotic prophylaxis to avoid early complications. Whenever gallstones are lost in the abdominal cavity, every effort should be made to find and remove them to prevent late complications.